
PARK(ing) Day LA Image Summary
PARK(ing) Day is an annual open-source global event where citizens, 
artists, and activists collaborate to temporarily transform metered 
parking spaces into garden-like “PARK(ing)” areas.  This year we 
designed an installation on Larchmont Boulevard in the center of Los 
Angeles that addressed drought.

In response to the ongoing drought issue in California, we 
transformed a parking space to educate the public about stormwater 
capture through an optical illusion of a watering hole in the street and 
a balloon canopy representing the volume of rain water that could be 
captured here if the space was not paved over.

Our installation brought attention to the fact that our city’s 
infrastructure is not designed to capture and recycle storm water. 
The precious amount of rain that falls largely flows to the ocean when 
it could otherwise be collected for reuse or infiltrated back into the 
ground to recharge the aquifer.

We hope people will look at the city a little differently, wonder what’s 
underneath the pavement they walk on and consider where our water 
goes. Therefore we created the illusion of a hole in the ground full of 
water and tested different configurations.

There’s a huge amount of wasted storm water that could be recycled 
at the scale of a single parking space - just 140 SF. To illustrate 
this problem, we designed a balloon cloud equal to 1344 gallons, 
representing the amount of rain that would fall in a normal year.



Data on each balloon showed what that volume of water could be 
used for. For example, we generally use 105 gallons of water a day. If 
we captured and recycled this water, it could sustain the things we 
love in our daily life from a glass of wine to a shower. 

As a result of this project, we hope to add to the conversation about 
drought and what it means to our way of living as we look to the 
future. We want people to see the drought as an opportunity rather 
than a roadblock.

Visitors stopped to talk to us about the installation and learn more 
about how The City of Los Angeles has the potential to capture 5.5 
billion gallons of storm water that is otherwise wasted each year.


