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Introductions

Student Introductions

In the chat, share a bit about yourself, where you practice currently, and 
your professional experience. We benefit greatly from the diverse 
backgrounds that candidates bring to the classroom. 

Feedback is Encouraged

We would love to hear from you about your general experience with the 
exam.  While discussing LARE content is prohibited, we welcome your 
questions about the topics listed in CLARB’s LARE Orientation Guide, or any 
other suggestions as to how this course could be improved to better serve 
the needs of future candidates.  



Introductions
Your Instructor:  Sarah Gronquist. 

I have been licensed as a Landscape Architect in California since 2002. I began 
co-teaching LARE Preparatory Courses with Ray Freeman in 2006.

I have worked in both the public and private sectors in the Bay Area since 1997. 
I am currently a Senior Landscape Architect at Thuilot Associates, a design firm 
in Berkeley, CA. My project work is mostly commercial and market rate housing 
renovation in Silicon Valley.

Visit our website:       
www.SGLATechnicalTraining.com

www.SarahGronquist.com

My e-mail address is: 
sarah@sarahgronquist.com.

http://www.sglatechnicaltraining.com/
mailto:sarah@sarahgronquist.com.


Goals of this Workshop
This short workshop has three parts, with a Q&A 
at the end. 
 

• We’ll review general information about the LARE, tips for 
studying and taking the exam, and CLARB’s topic lists. You 
can follow along in our Section 0 or refer to CLARB’s 
Orientation Guide for more information.

• Many people feel pretty rusty doing grading problems! I’ll 
do a quick recap of grading basics and how to build your 
speed and confidence most effectively. 

• We’ll use the rest of the limited time we have to review 
some of the most important GDSW topics and where you 
can find the best resources to study them. 

While there’s no way we can cover everything in just a few 
hours, I hope this overview helps you in structuring your 
main study effort to follow. We’ll set up a spreadsheet for 
people to connect and form study groups. 



Online etiquette: 

• Please keep yourself muted most of the time, ie all the time that 
you are not actively asking a question. 

• I love to see people engaged in the Chat window! Feel free to 
type in a question without unmuting or share resources or 
tips/tricks that you have discovered. I will keep an eye on that 
conversation as I go.

• We’ll have a 15 minute Q&A at the end 
of today’s session and I’ll answer as many 
questions as possible. You can always follow 
up with me via email. 



LARE Planning and Design

Part 1: 
LARE Overview 

and test taking skills



Structure of the Test
• LARE content is based on a ‘job analysis’ survey every 5-7 years. The 2023 

Blueprint launched in December, 2023.
• Based on this survey, KSAs are identified (knowledge, skills, abilities) and become 

the new specs. The exam is then reformatted and reorganized. 
• Between major reorganizations, new questions are tested as unscored questions 

on the LARE. 



CLARB Recommended Reading



CLARB’s Recommended Reading



Other recommended resources
CLARB’s Practice Exams. Released in October 2023, 50 questions for each section of the 
LARE. $25/ea, you will have access for three attempts within a year.     (No access for test 
prep folks, alas)

I recommend you try them about halfway through your study.

LAREprep and Pass the LARE are private companies that offers online practice tests that 
are similar in format to the 2023 testing format. They cost between $22-28 per test.
LARE Google Group Public discussion group /community of LARE candidates. 
http://groups.google.com/group/lare-exam?lnk=

•Online flashcard apps like Quizlet and Anki. Fun and extremely useful for 
building vocabulary, especially for ESL folks. 

•Your classmates in this course. If you do not want your contact info shared, 
let me know ASAP. 

http://groups.google.com/group/lare-exam?lnk=


Other books that might help you.

Planning and Urban Design Standards for early-stage 
planning topics and urban planning design standards. Are 
you unfamiliar with city planning, permit review, and 
building codes? Grab this book. Super useful. 

Time Saver Standards, Harris/Dines for spatial standards 

Basic Elements of Landscape Architectural Design by 
Norman Booth is one of the only books that talks about 
pure design principals. Out of print, not required, but if 
you find a copy, check it out. 



Knowledge vs Applied KSAs

KNOWLEDGE questions test facts you 
should know by heart and be able to 
answer without context. 

• Identify a soil type using the USDA Soil 
Pyramid graph

• Identify the type of planning regulation 
that controls building setbacks

• Know what metes and bounds are used for 
in property recording

• Be able to identify the proper sequence of 
stages in the design process, or know what 
tasks typically occur within those stages 

Prepare for these with reading and 
using flash cards to build vocabulary, 
especially ESL candidates.

APPLIED questions assume you have 
knowledge, and test your ability to use it 
to solve a problem – often with graphic 
AIT questions. 

• Given a site plan with soil boring exhibits, 
choose among several options for the best 
layout of program elements

• Given a site plan, calculate the floor area ratio 
(FAR)

• Convert a bearing to an azimuth
• Select an appropriate building material given 

a program and a budget

Prepare for these by practicing vignettes! 
Devote regular time to building this skill. 



Explicit vs Implicit Requirements

Explicit Requirements are given in 
the question. Answering them is 
relatively straightforward.

• Do a careful reading of each 
question and the available 
answers.

• You are expected to select the 
most appropriate answer from 
those available.

• Note that you may not believe 
there is a “right” answer. Look for 
clues in the question to narrow 
down the options.

Implicit Requirements are things you would 
normally be expected to do during the 
practice of Landscape Architecture. There 
are four to know:

• Protecting the Health Safety and Welfare 
of the Public (HSW)

• Complying with Regulations & Codes
• Minimizing Adverse Environmental 

Impacts
• Developing Sites and Using Materials 

Efficiently in your Designs

Do not add other considerations to LARE 
questions! Take questions at face value and 
keep it simple. You may need to forget some 
of what you know. 



POSSIBLE QUESTION FORMATS

Formats you know from Sections 1 and 2: 
Standard Multiple Choice (Select one answer)
Multiple Response (Select TWO OR MORE answers)  
            “NEVER JUST ONE, NEVER ALL” per CLARB, 2020

These may include: 
• Calculations
• Graphics

Unique to Sections 3 and 4:
Advanced Item Type Questions (AITs) 

• With Exhibits
• Drag and Drop

• Use of Tables or Charts
• Photograph Evaluation Format

• Topo Analysis
• Fill In the Box (vocabulary)



MULTIPLE RESPONSE
In 2020, CLARB clarified the rules for ‘select all that apply’ question types. The 
answer set “will always be two or more and never all of them”. You will not find 
this to be true on all practice tests. On the actual LARE, you should use this fact 
to make good, educated guesses. 

Which of the following materials are appropriate paving surfaces for an 
accessible route? Select all that apply. 
A. Concrete with a medium broom finish
B. Stabilized path fines
C. Engineered wood fiber (EWF)
D. Irrigated turf
E. Asphalt



Use of Tables or Charts

8. Using the graphic, what is 
the texture of a soil having 
40% sand, 30% clay and 
30% silt?

A. Clay
B. Clay Loam
C. Loam
D. Silty Clay Loam



AIT-Multiple Exhibits
SHOW SOILS SHOW BLDG SECTION



AIT - Multiple Exhibits

Screen captures from CLARB’s video ‘An 
Inside Look at Sections 3 and 4’, 2012



Refining the LARE’s format 
CLARB continues to tweak the exam format so it is mostly the same whether 
you are at a test center or at home. This creates a fairer exam. 

In all cases, you are allowed to take a break if you need it, but it will cost you. 
You will not be able to go back and revisit questions after the break, and the 
clock keeps running during the break

****(Try to avoid taking a break)****

AT HOME: You will need to use the digital whiteboard and calculator. Practice!

AT TESTING CENTERS: You will be given a handheld whiteboard and calculator 
on request, as of January 2024.    yay!!

CLARB’s new Demo Exam allows you to practice how these work. 
https://portal-v5.examstudio.com/PLExam.aspx



CLARB’s Demo Exam
On CLARB’s website you can try a demonstration test that demonstrates the features of the 
exam. This is a great practice tool!

****PRACTICE WITH THE DEMO TOOLS!!!***



Onboard Whiteboard
Open up the CLARB Demo Exam when you are doing practice exams and get 
used to using the onboard tools if you intend to take your exam with the 
Remote Proctor option. 



Onboard Calculator
You will no longer be allowed to use a hand-held calculator at home. Practice 
with your computer’s calculator as much as you can before test day.



Test Center vs Home?
• In January 2022, CLARB announced that a new testing partner will be 

administering the LARE, PSI. 
• You can now take any section from home, or go to a test center. 
• If you need extra time for your exam due to a learning disability, you can 

apply for that for Remote or Test Center exams. For other 
accommodations, you must go to a test center. 

Pros 

No travel stress
Quieter!

No setup/registration stress
Lower chance of technical glitches

Can request physical tools 

Cons   

Need to do more tech legwork/prep
Risk of ID or internet failure

Must use onboard tools

Proctors may not do a good job of 
protecting a quiet environment

Can’t bring much stuff

Remote 
Proctor  

PSI Test 
Center



PSI Test Center tips
Be sure you have 2-3 forms of ID and as little else as possible. The new PSI test 
centers may not have lockers. You may be allowed to put a few personal items 
in a plastic bag that can be hung over the back of your chair. 

Be prepared for computer-related glitches.  If there is a problem with your 
computer, do not begin until the test center resolves the issue. 

The updated Candidate Orientation Book also recommends that if you have any 
problems at your test center on the day of the exam that the proctors are not 
resolving to your satisfaction, you should contact CLARB immediately before 
you leave the test center. They are actively working to fix these problems. 

It can’t hurt to have CLARB’s contact info loaded in your phone. They are open 
9-5 Eastern Standard time. 

CLARB Main Phone (in Virginia):  1 (571) 432-0332



Remote Proctor Tips
Many people have reported that taking the exam from home or from their 
office worked great for them. We have also collected some potential issues to 
be prepared for. Keep an eye on the LARE Google Group.
• The proctor will examine your ID. Be sure you have a new, autofocusing webcam. 
• The proctor will examine the room you are in. You are not allowed to have anything 

on the walls. Some candidates have solved this problem by just hanging sheets or 
curtains to cover their walls, bookshelves, etc. 

• Allow 45-60 minutes for pre-exam activity with your proctor. Some candidates also 
report waiting a long time for the actual exam to begin.

• If you work for a government agency or a large firm, you may encounter firewall 
problems. In order to begin the exam, all other programs must be turned off. Check 
with CLARB and your IT dept and use CLARB’s dry run. 

• Think of anything that might distract or interrupt you and plan ahead. Send your 
kids/dogs away for the day. Put up a ‘Do Not Disturb’ sign. Close window shades so 
that the sun won’t come around during your exam period. 

• The proctor will be watching you throughout the exam. You are not allowed to stare 
into space or talk to yourself – after a warning, they may kick you out of the exam.



Test Taking Tips for All Sections

ALL NONE ALWAYS NEVER SHALL MUST

• Go through the entire section quickly.  
      (DO NOT TAKE A BREAK if you can avoid it!!!)

• Answer those questions where you are sure of the answers. Use your 
whiteboard to make quick notes on the ones you are not sure of.

• Then go through again, answering questions where you have been able to 
reduce the answer to one of two possibilities.

• Finally, answer the remaining questions.

• Answer all of the questions.  There is no penalty for a wrong guess

• LARE qualifier words – WATCH OUT for these, they change the meaning of 
the entire question or answer and are a yellow flag: 



CLARB 
Materials List

• Prepare Preliminary 
Quantities and Cost Estimate

• Compile Materials Sample 
Board

• Identify and Develop 
Performance Metrics



Anxiety
Many LARE candidates struggle with anxiety. Here are some ideas – we welcome 
your tips as well. 

• Find low-stakes versions of the situation you are dreading and get comfortable in 
them. Take your laptop to a public library, and work practice problems on the 
computer screen, with its built-in calculator and a paper notepad.  

• Before the exam, find ways to regularly visualize yourself being in the exam but 
being calm and feeling well-prepared. 

• Anxiety is a form of hyperattention. Not all attention is experienced as being bad. 
Experiment with shifting from anxiety to curiosity, which is also a form of attention 
but has much less painful side effects. 

• Radical acceptance. Buddhist teacher Tara Brach has great lectures on this tool It 
sometimes helps defuse the charge on the outcome.

• If you feel your anxiety rising, try not to judge yourself. Think of it as an opportunity 
to practice recentering. See if you can find a way to calm yourself - breathing, 
visualization, counting backwards, or imagining your happy place. 



LARE Section 3: Design

Part 2: 
‘Design’ as Defined by 

CLARB for the LARE



Graphic Problems – Advanced Item Type/AITs

What is likely to be tested as an AIT format question? 



Understanding a Typical Design Process

Adapted from 
Ramroth



Typical Permit Process – With Regs

Planning 
& Design

Subdivision 
Regulations

Zoning Code

International
Building Codes

(IBC)

Building Code
Residential Code

Fire Code
Mechanical Code
Plumbing Code

and others

Comprehensive 
Plan

Other City 
Planning 

Standards

Other State 
and City 
Building 

Standards



AITs and Multiple Choice/Text Questions
We will approach these two types of problems separately. 

• AIT questions tend to be about spatial relationships. You may find the legacy standards we 
will share most useful for thinking about these questions, though there are newer topics in 
the KSA list that could be tested graphically. Time Saver Standards and Planning and Urban 
Design Standards are your best current references for AITs, in my opinion. I also look for 
national standards like ADA, MUTCD, and the International Building Code (IBC).

• Multiple choice questions tend to be about facts. Rely on all of your S3 reference books for 
these questions. 

What is “Design” in the LARE? Standards and Priorities
• Forget about being a designer! Solve the program question.

• Use the clues in the problem statements and other information from CLARB prior to the test 
to check what issues may be included in the exam. 

• Section C was strongly driven by both site and program requirements and the “codes” 
contained in the LARE Reference Manual. 

• Remember that there is a concise, simple solution.  Look for it. 

• Practice a lot before the test!! Do as many problems as you can, and/or work with others to 
share test prep materials or try creating your own test questions. The most relevant test 
questions are the ones produced by CLARB.



Prior to 2012, the exam was 
divided into A, B, C, D and E 
sections, and students 
solved 11x17 design 
vignette problems with 
pencil and paper. 

The 2008 LARE Reference 
Manual was meant to serve 
as a universal set of planning 
and building codes. We will 
be reviewing it to 
understand spatial 
standards that are baked 
into the exam from the past. 

Legacy Materials: 2008 Reference Manual



AITs and Multiple Choice/Text Questions
Health, Safety and Welfare is of Primary Importance (HSW)
• Seek to avoid creating hazards in arranging elements on your site

• When evaluating a site design or alternative site plans, focus on first identifying 
specific hazards.

Follow the Rules of the Exam
• Incorporate all applicable information from the problem statement and any 

provided exhibits into your answer.  

• Expect some “red herrings” to be thrown into context statements. 

• Before starting your solution, try to ascertain the Knowledge, Skills and Abilities 
(KSAs) being tested and solve specifically for that information.

• Be aware that CLARB has eliminated “scale” and will be using generic “units”. 
Anything that has dimensions is likely to be of some importance.

• For problems including labeling, not all choices may be required. Some choices may 
have to be used more than once. The interface will let you reuse an element if 
necessary.

• Follow all directions in the problem statement. CLARB constantly tests this KSA: 
“The ability to read, understand and follow written directions”.



AITs and Multiple Choice/Text Questions

Emphasize Traditional Land Use, Circulation and other Design Elements
• Unfortunately, this generally means post World War II suburban schlock development 

standards. Assume that a simple, straight-forward solution is possible and correct.

• 90 degree intersections are considered safer than roundabouts in LARE-land

• Wide streets are considered safer than narrow streets in LARE-land

• Dead end streets must provide for emergency vehicle access and turnaround 

Think Carefully when you have Alternatives to Consider
• When there is more than one orientation 

given for an element, it is very likely that only 
one will work well within the problem statement.

• On questions where you need to select multiple 
answers from a list, make sure the ones you 
select are the most important ones available. 

• When you are asked to perform an evaluation, 
focus on the points that you believe are the most 
important.



AITs Types (based on old CLARB practice problems)

• Bubble Diagram Site Plan, larger scales—relationships of land uses, circulation 
elements, incompatible use setbacks (IUS) and site opportunities/constraints.

• Alternative Solutions, various scales—Requiring the Candidate to evaluate two or 
more site design solutions for a particular site

• Site Plan Design and Circulation System Design, various scales —siting buildings, 
recreation areas, protecting existing features, soils, on/off site opportunities and 
constraints, property line setbacks, etc; circulation design including vehicular, 
pedestrian, bicycle, equestrian, etc. and providing for access roads, parking, 
turnarounds and drop-offs, intersections, sight lines, accessibility, etc. 

• Selection of appropriate planting/lighting alternatives from 4-6 possible answers. 
Planting will be massing type studies. Lighting selection will likely be made by 
mounting heights, or photometric overlays, etc.

• Critique—an evaluation or comparison of one or more sites or completed site 
plans/designs. This will most likely be tested using the multiple answer format 
type AIT, presenting you with a list of up to 8 items to choose from.

• Expect to be required to interpret third party information: simplified soil boring 
logs, soils maps, archeologists reports, etc. to solve problems 



Recommended Approach to Design Problems
1. Read the problem statement carefully 
It is very important to understand the issues. Be sure to look at all information on the 
problem. This includes the problem statement, context statements, requirements, the site 
map, and any graphic legend of program elements and all of the exhibits. Sometimes 
critical information will only be given in one of these locations.

2. Determine the likely KSA’s being tested 
Read between the lines and determine if you see any clues to problem intent.  For 
example, cost and aesthetics may or may not be important; preserving site features, 
views, providing safe pedestrian access, or other program elements may be issues.  
Mentally summarize your approach before beginning a site design or site evaluation.

3. Analyze the site
Are there significant differences within the site in soils, topography, vegetation, access, 
adjacent uses? There is a simple correct answer. What features does the site have that 
might make program elements plug in naturally to certain places? 



Recommended Approach to Design Problems
4. Identify appropriate setbacks and other site constraints
You will have to consider these without being able to physically see or establish them on 
“the plan”. Observe the site: are there obvious ways to arrange the program elements?  
What are likely problem areas? This is the step where you will need to apply your implicit 
knowledge of common site design standards. 

5. Place program elements in order of importance
On the LARE, you’ll drag and drop the elements given. Orientation and size will be 
predetermined, though you may have several options for orientation for a given element.

Practicing at home: If you work some of the Morrison Media problems, try using 
scissors/trace/vellum to replicate the drag-and-drop format of the exam. Trace the required 
program elements at the correct scale on stiff vellum or trace. Move them around as you 
would drag them around on screen, until you find a simple solution that works. 

Work at a loose ‘big picture’ scale, using your guesses about what the most critical program 
requirement is/KSA that is being tested, and to not get wrapped up in specific detail 
prematurely. You will only have an average of 2 minutes per question.

6. Review



Large Scale Land Use Design –
Understanding Adjacencies

Zoning codes are based on the idea that land uses should be aggregated, with 
similar uses clustered together   and   incompatible uses separated or buffered. 
We will call this concept ‘adjacencies’ for the LARE. 

Be aware of common-sense land associations
• School-Park-Residential 

Area association
• Elderly Users-Park-Hospital/Medical

association

Aggregate similar uses
• Housing; active rec; passive 

rec; commercial; industrial

Separate incompatible uses
• Separate Commercial/

Industrial from Residential
Kemah Boardwalk, Houston, TX



2008 Reference Manual highlights -
Intersections

300.3 Intersections

300.3.1 Street intersections must be directly aligned or offset 
a minimum of 150’ [45m] (this standard changed over time to 
be the same as the driveway standard)

300.3.2 Driveway entrances must be directly aligned with a 
street or driveway centerline or the drive must be offset a 
minimum of 75’ [23m] from another street or driveway.

Don’t get too hung up on the numbers but recognize that the principle here is a huge HSW issue. 
Consider it as a no-exceptions type of standard unless you are very explicitly exempted from it in the 
problem statement of a graphic problem (unlikely, but possible).

In design AITs, assume that street or driveway intersections should be directly across from one 
another, or one of these must be offset a “safe” distance. If this is defined in the problem statement, 
CLARB will need to provide some dimensions on the site plan. If no dimensions are given, you may 
be able to “eyeball” a safe offset based on knowledge of real dimensions, such as a 24 foot width for 
a two-lane road.



2008 Reference Manual highlights –
Sight Triangles

300.3.3 All off street parking and road intersections are to be provided with safe 
and convenient access. A minimum sight triangle shall be provided at such intersections 
to provide a totally unobstructed view for 45’[11.5m] from the intersection of the edge 
of pavement when measured from a height of 2’ [0.6m] to 5’ [1.5m]. Tree trunks are 
considered an obstruction. 

In the real world, we have to deal with sight triangles as a matter of course. 
In fact, many cities have standards for planting and fence heights near 
intersections. If an existing tree mass or other planting is shown, trees, fences 
or other site obstructions must not be within the 45 ft sight triangle, or 
vegetation within the triangle must be removed. This was a critical life 
safety standard on past iterations of the LARE.

If planting design is involved, only vegetation 3 feet or less in height should be within the 
triangle. An exception is where trees with the bottom of their crown at least 8 feet above finish 
grade are within the triangle area.



2008 Reference Manual highlights - buffers

•100.1.1 Vehicular circulation ways such as parking and drives (NIC entrances) shall be 15’ 
[4.5m] from property line along a street, and 10’ [3m] from all other property lines

•100.1.2 Buildings shall be set back at least 25’ [7.5] from property line along a street, and 15’ 
[4.5m]  from all other property lines

•100.4.1 There shall be a 25’ [7.5m] buffer zone provided on each side of the property line 
between any parcel on which there is proposed commercial or industrial use, and an 
adjacent parcel zoned residential. (Institutional uses are exempt.) 

•100.4.2 Such buffer use shall not be utilized for structures, roads, and parking areas or for 
any active recreation purpose such as tennis courts, swimming pools, playgrounds, or uses of 
a similar nature. 

Use a buffer symbol (if provided in your elements well) to screen/separate uses that should not 
be adjacent.  For example, a buffer symbol should be shown between an adjacent commercial 
use and any residential use area, but not between, for example a school and a industrial area. An 
intervening road between uses requiring a buffer does not negate the need for a buffer. 
(Sometimes called an IUS by CLARB, or an ‘intervening use symbol’.)

Look for indication of possible views, overlooks, focal points.  What site or off-site elements 
should be screened or avoided?  Are there existing incompatible land uses that might trigger the 
need for a screen or buffer?  Is noise a factor that should be considered for land use placement?



Significantly Different Solutions

If the problem statement requires that you create or evaluate 
two or more significantly different designs, make sure that both 
the circulation pattern and the land uses on each plan are 
significantly different. 

• Arrangement of Elements on site must be different

• Circulation Systems must be different

• On Bubble Diagrams (Large Scale) All Land Uses to be 
Adjacent to Vehicular Circulation

• Consider On and Off Site Land Use Adjacencies





‘Two Significantly Different Solutions’



Given 3 criteria, compare and contrast between the two alternatives along with the usual program 
requirements. Consider all the criteria before selecting the best design.

Comparing Design Alternatives



2008 Reference Manual highlights - Sports
200.1 Active Recreation Setback (ARS) 
There shall be a 30’ [9m] clear zone around organized 
active recreational uses… 

Pedestrian and vehicular circulation  should not 
be located within this zone unless it is providing 
direct access. 

200.3 Sports Facility Orientation 

Baseball/Softball – East-northeast from 
home plate to center field. 

Football/Soccer – Long axis north-south

Tennis/Basketball/Volleyball – Long axis north-south

300.2 Solar Orientation – Passive and Active Solar Systems – South-Southeast to South-Southwest

Field sports must be laid out with adequate space so that a player running off the field in pursuit of a 
ball does not collide with the game in the adjacent field. Note that this does NOT apply to fenced 
recreational facilities like tennis. These can be put right next to each other without the ARS clear zone. 

For drag and drop problems, you may be given field items in various orientations and need to be able to 
select the correct orientation.  Memorize these from TSS. 



Sports Fields: Active Recreation Setbacks

How will you combine Active Recreation Setbacks 
requirements with other program elements on AITs?

• ARS can encroach into water feature setbacks.

• ARS can encroach into floodplains

• ARS should not encroach into water features, paths 
or roads, or under tree canopies

• ARS should not overlap buffers/Incompatible Use 
Setbacks

• ARS may be shared by adjacent sports ARS

Tennis Courts, Pools, and Playground Areas are 
exempt from ARS requirements because they are 
generally fenced.





2008 Reference Manual highlights –
Travelways and Parking

Know general spatial standards. In reality, these are set at the local level and vary. 

300.4 Travelways

300.4.1 Two way traffic – min 22’ [6.7m] and max 26’ [8m] wide

300.4.2 One way traffic – min 11’ [3.3m] and clearly marked with signs and pavement markings

300.4.3 Min inside turning radius for autos shall be 18’ [5.5m]

300.4.4 Min inside turning radius for large vehicles (such as trucks, buses, and emergency vehicles) shall be 30’ 
[9.1m]

300.5 Parking and Loading Requirements

300.5.1 The dimension for a standard parking space shall be 9’x20’ [2.7m x 6m]

300.5.2 Parallel parking spaces shall have a minimum length of 22’ [6.7m] and a 
minimum width of 9’ [2.7m].

300.5.3 Parking lots with more than forty (40) spaces shall have a maximum of 
10 contiguous spaces without an island. Min width of an island – 9’ (same as a parking space)

300.5.4 Parking areas must be graded at a slope not to exceed 5%

300.5.5 No dead end parking areas shall be permitted

If a bubble is required for a large parking area, place it in an area with natural grade less than 5% to 
avoid excessive cost and grading (environmental issue). 
If you are diagramming circulation, make sure you provide both an entry and an exit to parking lots. 



2008 Reference Manual highlights –
Primary Circulation, Drop-off/Pickup

300 Vehicular Requirements

300.1 All required access shall be paved. Maximum 
length for a cul-de-sal shall be 800’ [240m].

This standard relates to public safety such as emergency vehicle access and 
typical fire code requirements. The longer a dead end road, the greater 
the safety hazard.

--------------------------------------------------------

300.2 Design of parking shall not necessitate backing from a space into a street, primary circulation 
route, or entrance. A drive solely used for parking lot ingress/egress is not considered a primary 
circulation route. Drop-off, turnaround, service drive and drive through ingress/egress are considered 
to be primary circulation routes. 

This rule generates a lot of consequences when laying out site elements.

--------------------------------------------------------

300.7 Drop-off/Pick-up Areas

300.7.1 If a drop-off/pickup area is provided, 
it shall be designed to allow for the safe 
movement of vehicles and pedestrians and 
to allow for traffic movement around 
stopped vehicles. 

300.8 Service Areas Service areas shall 
incorporate a turnaround for small service vehicles



Primary Vehicular Circulation
What are the primary vehicular 
circulation routes here? Does 
this plan meet CLARB’s 
code/HSW standards?

- Identify elements/destinations 
that define primary circulation

- Check for HSW. Does parking 
occur on the primary 
circulation route? 

- Check for HSW again. Do 
pedestrians have to cross the 
primary circulation route? This 
may be okay but a crosswalk 
makes it safer. 

- Check for ADA compliance. Are 
HC parking spaces as close to 
the main entry as possible? Is 
there a route that does not 
cross traffic? If you must cross 
traffic, is the route striped and 
barrier-free? (ramps at curbs, 
no stairs) 



2008 Reference Manual highlights - water

100.2.1 All development requiring site disturbance shall be set back at least 50’ [15m]
 from any designated stream edge or other water body. 

100.2.2 All development requiring site disturbance shall be set back at least 100’ [30m] 
from the edge of any designated wetland area.

While the dimension standards are no longer relevant, CLARB will still expect
your graphical solutions to be set back a bit from streams, lakes and wetlands.

Stream crossings should be direct and only used when you have good reason 
to do so. Do not wander into, and then along a water feature easement. 

--------------------------------------------------------

100.3 Enclosed structures and their appurtenances (this probably means pavements) are not permitted within a 
floodplain.

Softscape areas such as grass play fields could be assumed to legally encroach within the floodplain, but 
residential areas or other developed uses may not. Federal regulations discourage filling within floodplains, 
therefore if several proposed contours worth of fill are shown within a floodplain, this is likely to be viewed 
as a negative aspect of the plan. 

Keep this restriction in mind for the actual exam as federal law similarly restricts such encroachments.





Interpreting Data from Other Disciplines
Here is a very common practice problem type. 
Can you interpret exhibit data and use it to 
make site planning decisions? 



Using National Standards to prep
Your state may have different classifications for many site planning standards! Forget what you know. 
CA: Class 1-IV not a national standard    Learn the federal classifications. LAGS,  NACTO.org

Class 1 / Cycle Tracks
A cycle track is physically separated from motor traffic and distinct from the sidewalk. In situations where 
on-street parking is allowed cycle tracks are located to the curb-side of the parking (in contrast to bike 
lanes).
Cycle tracks may be one-way or two-way, and may be at street level, at sidewalk level, or at an intermediate 
level. If at sidewalk level, a curb or median separates them from motor traffic, while different pavement 
color/texture separates the cycle track from the sidewalk. If at street level, they can be separated from 
motor traffic by raised medians, on-street parking, or bollards. 

Class 3 / Bicycle Boulevards 
Bicycle boulevards are streets with low motorized traffic volumes and speeds, designed to give bicycle 
travel priority. Bicycle Boulevards use signs, pavement markings, and speed and volume management 
measures to discourage through trips by motor vehicles and create safe, convenient bicycle crossings of 
busy arterial streets.

Class 2 / Conventional Bike Lanes
A Bike Lane is defined as a portion of the roadway that has been designated by striping, signage, and 
pavement markings for the preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists. Bike lanes facilitate predictable 
behavior and movements between bicyclists and motorists. A bike lane is distinguished from a cycle 
track in that it has no physical barrier (bollards, medians, raised curbs, etc.) that restricts the 
encroachment of motorized traffic. Bike lanes typically run in the same direction of traffic, though they 
may be configured in the contra-flow direction on low-traffic corridors necessary for the connectivity of 
a particular bicycle route.

Contra-Flow Bike LaneBike Lane

Buffered Bike Lane Left-Side Bike Lane

One-Way Cycle Track Two-Way Cycle Track

Bicycle Boulevard



Using CLARB Reference 
Books to prep

Source: Landscape Architectural Graphic Standards, Hopper; 
Planning and Urban Design Standards, Steiner & Butler
Also Time-Saver Standards, Dines et al



Need to brush up on
Design Concepts?

• Spend a little time with the old 2008 LARE Reference 
Manual and memorize the concepts and general dimensions 

• Section C vignettes, PPP/Morrison Media – Pencil and paper 
hands-on site planning practice. The Section C Study Guide 
has good explanations of CLARB design principles

• Planning and Urban Design Standards by Steiner is a great 
resource for understanding planning concepts.

• Know general spatial standards for common site elements. 
Time Saver Standards and Landscape Architectural Graphic 
Standards have this information



LARE Planning & Design

Part 3: 
Other Topics to Review – 

Stakeholders and All the Maps 
and Plans 



Subdomain 1: Stewardship and Design 
Principles 17%

• Plan for Sustainability
• Plan for Climate Resiliency
• Plan for Environmental and Social Equity
• Recognize Historical and Cultural Significance



Common Performance Metrics
Three common types of comparisons:
• Before/After – Comparing a given metric before and after the landscape intervention. This 

requires baseline information from before the project was implemented.
• Conventional/Sustainable – Comparing a metric for the project to the same metric for a 

conventionally designed space. This requires a comparable space, either actual or 
hypothetical.

• Benchmark or Average – Comparing a metric for the project to an accepted standard or 
average value.

For a performance metric to be effective, it should be something that can be clearly identified, 
measured and documented over time. Utility bills, site measurements, user surveys, and public 
records can all be used in this task. 

Some of the most common landscape elements evaluated through performance metrics include: 

• Noise levels
• Stormwater runoff
• LEED
• Sustainable Sites
• Energy efficiency 
• Irrigation efficiency 
• Flood protection
• Carbon sequestration

• Waste reduction
• Safety/reduced accidents
• Scenic quality and views
• Access and equity
• Property values
• Maintenance cost savings
• Job creation
• Economic development





Components of a Mitigation Plan

• Statement of Objectives
• Assessment of Values or Resources
• Location, Elevation and Hydrology
• Description of Planting and Schedule
• Monitoring and Maintenance Plan
• Contingency Plan
• Guarantee that work will be performed as 

planned and approved

2014



1.02 Plan for Climate Resiliency
Climate Action Plans (CAP) – developed at the state, city, or agency level: 
• Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions reduction targets
• Energy efficiency goals
• Carbon reduction/sequestration
• Ecosystem restoration
• Irrigation/water reclamation
• Infrastructure improvements for 

disadvantaged communities

• Carbon-Neutral regulations Developing or retrofitting in a way that balances cutting carbon 
emissions with developing carbon sinks

• Carbon Sinks/Carbon Sequestration Capturing and storing atmospheric CO2. Techniques for 
carbon sequestration include: 

- Geologic measures: Pressurizing CO2 until it becomes a liquid, then injecting it into porous 
rock 

- Biologic measures: Reclaimed wood products like arborgrind and compost put carbon where 
it can be bound up in the aggregated clumps of healthy living soils and kept in place. 
Protecting and extending forests is also a key carbon storage technique.

• Net Zero regulations Similar to Carbon Neutral but includes more than just CO2. Net zero emission 
of all greenhouse gases, such as methane, nitrous oxide and other hydrofluorocarbons

City of San 
Rafael, CA



1.03 Plan for Environmental and Social Equity

Sustainable Sites lists some measures for including social 
equity as we build resilient  landscapes and communities.
During masterplanning: 

• Identify the community: As part of the predesign assessment, designers should identify 
hidden stakeholders

• Identify community economic and social needs: work with the community to identify 
the most pressing economic and social issues that could be addressed on the site

• Engage community and other stakeholders in site design: Make sure to include the 
larger group of stakeholders beyond the primary site users.

• Consider sharing public and private facilities: Allow the public access to amenities 
(pools, parking, restrooms) that are part of the existing program that address 
community needs. 

• Develop community-centered space with local control: Develop community facilities 
that are under the direct control and management of local residents

• Create volunteer opportunities within public spaces and gardens
• Develop community benefits agreement: A community benefits agreement is a 

contract between a local community organization(s) and a developer that outlines the 
specific benefits that the proposed site development will provide 



1.04 Recognize Historic and Cultural Significance
Historic Preservation Plans are formally administered by the US Secretary of the 
Interior. 

There are four levels of treatment in order from highest significance to lowest: 
- Preservation focuses on the maintenance and repair of existing historic 

materials and retention of a property's form as it has evolved over time.
- Rehabilitation acknowledges the need to alter or add to a historic property to 

meet continuing or changing uses while retaining the property's historic 
character.

- Restoration depicts a property at a particular period of time in its history, 
while removing evidence of other periods.

- Reconstruction re-creates vanished or 
non-surviving portions of a property 
for interpretive purposes.

Public access rehabilitation at Mammoth 
Cave National Park, Kentucky

https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments/treatment-preservation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments/treatment-rehabilitation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments/treatment-restoration.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments/treatment-reconstruction.htm


Subdomain 2: Master Planning 33%

• Formulate Planning Goals (e.g. vision)
• Prepare Project Program (including budget) 
• Synthesize Site Analysis 
• Establish Opportunities and Constraints 
• Determine Appropriate Land Use 
• Develop Master Plan (e.g., conceptual plans, planning high level program elements, 

community planning, determine planning strategies) 
• Evaluate Planning Scenarios 
• Produce Planning Documents (e.g., land use, parks, open space, regional, historic, site 

master, corridor, blueways, greenways) 
• Establish Design Guidelines 
• Develop Phasing Plan
• Communicate Planning Outcomes    



Formulate Planning Goals
Project goals are general statements of desired outcomes for a project
• Create a sense of place and community for the downtown urban core of Ithaca, NY

Project objectives are more specific than goals. They describe design approaches we can use 
to reach goals, or actions to be taken.
• Identify unique visual and social attributes of Ithaca (diversity, walkability)
• Identify means of enhancing pedestrian experiences and attracting people to downtown
• Promote opportunities for small local businesses to thrive
• Implement measures to improve sense of safety, security and aesthetics

Design strategies are even more action-oriented and detailed than objectives. They are 
specific actions that allow us to achieve the project objectives. 
• Use wayfinding signage to help pedestrians 

find their way to important destinations
• Place snow shelters and benches where

people will be waiting for transit
• Install nighttime call boxes to help 

stranded motorists 



Stakeholder Process 9%
• Design and Execute Public Participation Process
• Prioritize Stakeholder Goals
• Initiate Communication Strategy/Synthesize Stakeholder 

Feedback/Communicate Concept Schematics

Visioning – Early stage effort to understand a community’s goals and hopes

Charrettes/Workshops –Stakeholders help to shape the vision through a series of 
interactive meetings

Advisory/Informational Meetings – Bringing a group or person up to date

Problem Solving Meetings –Conflict resolution with a skilled facilitator

Planning and Urban Design Standards 
is a good reference for this topic



Comprehensive Plans
A Comprehensive Plan consists of a statement of development policies for a city or region 

and includes diagrams and text setting forth goals, objectives, principles, standards, and plan 
proposals. The Comprehensive Plan sets policy direction, and then over time, City staff 
translates this direction into zoning and building codes that govern our work as designers. 

A Comprehensive Plan has chapters, called Elements, that cover the community’s major 
goals. The American Planning Association has a standard but you will find lots of variation. 

**Check yourself – do you know Comprehensive Plans by a different name? General Plan, 
Master Plan, General Community Plan? You may need to forget what you know for the LARE

There are many, many examples of 
Comprehensive Plans online. Go find 
the one for a city near you! What’s in 
it? 



2.4 Opportunities and Constraints Diagram
Provides a colorful summary of the team’s site analysis for communication with client and 
stakeholders, and soliciting public input.



Visioning or Framework Plans
Visioning and Framework Plans 
provide guidance for potential 
future development based on 
previous local planning 
standards (Comprehensive 
Plans, Subdivision Standards, 
Zoning Code)

• Sets goals and standards for an 
area defined by a single issue or 
a defined geographical area
(transit plans, downtown plans, 
campus plans)

• Intended to be flexible over time
• Leave some areas undefined to 

allow for future decisionmaking
based on opportunities that may 
arise in the future 



2.05 Determine Appropriate Land Use Plans
Single Family Detached 

Traditional setbacks, lots. Loop and lollipop 
form with wide streets, need a car!

Planned Unit (Residential) Development 
(PUD, PURD), Cluster Development

Houses aggregated more closely to create 
larger areas of shared open space 



2.06 Site Scale – Site Master Planning
A very diagrammatic, 
early-stage test layout 
of program elements 
that you can use to 
talk to investors, 
stakeholders and City 
officials.

Proves planning 
concepts – density, 
setbacks, parking 
counts, circulation. 
Does not need to 
include more detailed 
site design.

Once you have a 
Master Plan that is 
favorably received by 
all parties, you can 
begin Schematic 
Design. 



Parks, Open Space and Trails Plans
There are many design 
standards and a chunk 
of vocabulary that goes 
along with this topic. 
Review in Planning and 
Urban Design Standards.

• Level of service (LOS)
• 5 minute/10 minute

walk (corresponds to ¼ 
mile/1/2 mile)

• Accessibility 
requirements – check 
USDA standards for 
hiking trails too



Develop Design Guidelines
Landscape architects and city planners produce legal documents that are used during 
planning review to evaluate projects. They need to be fair and objective. Form-based codes 
are an effort to remove personal aesthetics from planning review. Many examples 
available on line, check your city! Also PUDS. 



Feasibility Studies

Pro-Forma – A 
spreadsheet that 
summarizes all known 
costs to build the 
project. It will include 
hard costs and soft 
costs. 

Hard costs – costs 
directly related to 
construction

Soft costs – costs 
related to design, 
permits, financing, 
and debt

Return on Investment 
(ROI) – the expected 
profit after all costs. 



View Corridor Plan
A view corridor is a three-dimensional area extending out from a viewpoint. The 
width of the view corridor depends on the focus of the view. The focus of the view 
may be a single object, such as Mt. Hood, which would result in a narrow corridor, 
or a group of objects, such as the downtown skyline, which would result in a wide 
corridor. 

City of Vancouver View 
Protection Plan analysis diagrams:              Example from 
                   PUDS:

Cambie Bridge protected views



Redevelopment Plan
A Redevelopment or Economic 
Development Plan seeks to improve the 
financial situation of businesses and workers 
within a community. Cities have several 
tools available for pursuing this goal:

• Setting aside land through zoning, 
remediation, or other means

• Underwriting risks for developers, 
making the project more attractive

• Providing amenities and infrastucture 
through capital improvement (bonds, 
public funded projects) 

• Creating an economic development team 
or department to provide ongoing 
support

• Promoting existing quality of life 
amenities that might attract new 
development

• Attracting ‘creatives’ to encourage a 
diverse cultural scene

• Establishing a joint economic 
development zone where developers can 
have special support

• Providing job training
• Refining regulations to streamline 

approvals
• Establishing business-retention programs
• Adopting design guidelines for 

commercial, industrial and institutional 
areas



Environmental Resources Plans -
Stormwater Management

• Historical (pre-1970): Stormwater runoff is a nuisance to be gotten rid 
of as quickly as possible

• Downstream impacts are of little concern
• Modern: Stormwater is a resource which should be managed for 

quantity and quality
• Stormwater Management 

Laws and Ordinances
• Technological Measures

– Detention and Retention
– Groundwater Recharge
– Biotechnical Stream Restoration
– Flood Control and 

Channelization



82

Low Impact Development 

Low Impact Development 
(LID) is a sustainable storm 
water management 
strategy. It emphasizes 
holistic approach to site 
design and overall 
sustainable design to 
manage storm water at its 
source and collect rainwater 
for secondary use.



Environmental Resources Planning and EIRs

Stages of an Environmental Impact 
Statement 

• Notice of Intent
• Draft EIS
• Final EIS
• Record of Decision
Contents of an Environmental Impact 
Statement

• Notice of Intent
• Project Description and Scope
• Purpose and Need
• Alternatives to the Proposed Project
• Affected Environment
• Environmental Consequences
• Comments and Coordination
• List of Preparers
• Record of Decision

NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) requires 
a federal review process for large projects having a 
noticeable impact on the environment.

Typically occurs right after the Master Plan stage, 
early in Schematic Design.



Hydrogeomorphic Classification 
for Wetlands

Soil that is periodically saturated 
with water (hydric) with
Plants that can tolerate such 
conditions (hydrophilic)

Categories
Tidal & Non-Tidal

US Fish & Wildlife Service
•Riverine (rivers and streams) 
•Depressional (ie. vernal pools, pocosins, 

etc.)
•Slope (Artesian wells, seeps, other 

places where groundwater discharges to 
the surface but does not accumulate)

•Mineral Soil Flats (dry lakes, etc)
•Organic Soil Flats (peat bogs)
•Tidal Fringe (ocean edges)
• Lacustrine Fringe (lake edges)



Floodplain Management



Multi-Modal Transportation Plan
• Separate different 

circulation systems 
wherever possible for 
safety and also for 
aesthetics of scale. 
(Central Park)

• Where different 
systems come together, 
consider appropriate 
means of separation or 
intersection (curbs, 
planting, rough 
pavements to slow 
traffic, grade 
separation,etc.). 

• Pattern streets to 
provide efficiency and 
to help people navigate. 



Multi-Modal Transportation Plan

Criteria as defined by 
Sustainable Sites



Subdomain 3: Schematic Design 28%
• Develop Design Intent 
• Create the Basis for Design
• Prepare Functional Diagram 
• Produce Conceptual Diagram 
• Develop Schematic Designs 
• Evaluate Design Alternatives 
• Refine Selected Alternatives 
• Produce Graphics, Illustrations, and Diagrams



Create the Basis for Design
For large complex projects like Complete Streets or tight urban infill development, the 
design process will often begin with a Basis of Design phase. All disciplines work with the 
Client and City to combine and verify critical existing conditions and site infrastructure 
information. 

The basis of design identifies a baseline for inventory, standards, performance 
requirements, and operational requirements. 

This phase may include early investigation in the field, with Geotechnical specialists and 
Civil performing specialized investigations: 

• Potholing – Making strategic holes through pavement to verify locations of 
underground utilities

• Soil Borings – Taking samples of soils that are underneath pavements to check for toxic 
substances

• Additional surveying to fill in gaps in the existing conditions plan

When this phase is complete, the design team can move forward with an accurate base 
map that shows everything they need. 



Prelim Quantities and Cost Estimating
• Resources

– Published Costing Books (RS 
Means, BNI) your firm’s in-
house records, Agency 
Resources (DOT), Contractors

• Terms to know
– Quantity take off
– Contingency
– Prevailing wage
– Unit price
– Lump sum
– Allowance
– Mobilization

• Units of Measure
– Linear foot, square foot, face 

foot, cubic yards, ton, each, 
allowance

• Some costs are calculated based 
on % of the contract

– Contingency, overhead, profit, 
mobilization



Preliminary Quantities - Cut and Fill

Know the three major types of Cut and Fill calcs. Time Savers 
Standards explains these well.

Average End Area Method

SGLA

Grid or Borrow Pit 
Method

Contour Planes Method



Prepare Presentation Drawings and 
Communication Tools

For each stage of the design process, 
there is an appropriate visual style. 

Schematic Design: 

• Loose, informal drawings 
imply that decisions have 
not been finalized 

• Colorful illustrative graphics 
for presentation help 
communicate the idea in 
public meetings. 

- Hand drawings with 
markers, watercolors

- Digital renderings with 
Photoshop, Illustrator

- 3d modeling with 
Sketchup, Rhino, Lumion

Functional Diagram (Booth) Bubble Diagram

Presentation Rendering (Birds’ Eye View)



Role of Visual Communication

For each stage of the design process, 
there is an appropriate visual style. 

Design Development: 

• Images to help with materials 
selection/ costing

- Lookbooks

- Materials boards



Role of Visual Communication
Construction Documentation:

• Technical drawings accurate 
enough to be part of the 
construction bidding and 
contracting package. 

• Increasingly these are in color 
due to the digitization of the 
construction process but they 
remain simple, diagrammatic 
and analysis or construction 
oriented.

• Not intended for the public – 
precise and specialized

SectionPlan

ElevationAxonometric



Geographic Information Systems

An Electronic Database
Planning and Analysis Tool
Useful at Large Scales
Master Plans  

McHargian Overlay Analysis
Not really a drawing tool
Not very useful at Site Scale 



Subdomain 4: Design Development 22%
• Refine Design Elements (e.g., material, circulation, lighting, 

utilities, planting)
• Determine Maintenance Implications 
• Collaborate on the Design of Irrigation Systems (e.g., water 

conservation, sustainability, low water, gray water) 
• Identify Required Approvals (e.g., regulatory permitting)
• Develop Opinion of Probable Costs (e.g., schematic, design 

development, revisions) 
• Evaluate Value Engineering Alternatives 
• Demonstrate Understanding of Legal Liabilities



Materials - Lighting Systems
LARE Concerns
– Safety: Illumination levels
– Aesthetics: Color rendering similar to sunlight
– Economy: Installation & Maintenance Costs
Terms
– Lumen: the power of light as perceived by the 

human eye
– Lux: one lumen per square meter
– Footcandle: one lumen per square foot
– Photometrics: light levels at varying distances from source
– Optics: light pattern
BUG Ratings – Backlighting, Uplighting and Glare 

- How much light trespass does a fixture produce? 

Try to select a fixture with a low BUG rating and back up your lighting plan with a 
photometric plan showing predicted illumination levels. 



Materials - Lamp & Fixture Types
Color Color Install Energy Bulb

Temp (K) Render Cost Efficiency Life   
– Mercury Vapor CWht Good Med Med Excel   
– Metal Halide CWht VGd High High Good
– High Pressure Na Or-Yel Poor High High Good
– Low Pressure Na Yel VPr High VHigh Excel
– Incandescent WWht Best Low Low Vlow
– LED Many Good Med Vhigh     Excellent
– Induction Many Good Med High Excellent

Kelvin Scale 
for Color 
Temperatures



Spray vs Drip Systems



Source: Chris Grampp
Irrigation Compendium 
1999



Materials Sample Board
A Materials Sample Board is a collection of physical samples, usually compiled for 
ownership and/or Planning Review.
For Section 3, don’t worry about construction detailing. Know common materials 
and focus on early design features like cost, durability, and sustainability. Use the 
CLARB materials list to start, but think about newer, sustainable  materials as well.
• Planting – HSW issues?
• Wood and wood substitutes
• Metal
• Concrete and sustainable mixes
• Masonry/CMU
• Stone and rock dusts
• Asphalt
• New materials – HDPE, biochar, 

permeable concrete, pavers,
asphalt, other?

Sustainable Sites by Calkins is good for emerging sustainable materials



Need to brush up on Other Topics?
Americans with Disabilities Act (federal standards may be different than the ones 
you are familiar with!) https://www.access-board.gov/

Standards for Bicycle Routes Landscape Architectural Graphic Standards, NACTO 
‘Urban Bikeway Design Guide’

Signage and Wayfinding  Wayfinding: Principles and Practice LATIS publication

General Maps and Plans, Urban Planning mindset Planning and Urban Design 
Standards – spend a lot of time with this book if you don’t work on larger public 
projects with a significant permit component.

Sustainability Sustainable Sites scorecard – know all that terminology

https://www.access-board.gov/


LARE Planning and Design

Part 4: 
How to tackle all this – 

and Q & A !



How to Study
ORGANIZE YOUR STUDY TIME
It is best to set up a regular study schedule. Many short sessions are better than a few cram 
sessions. Can you devote 2-3 hours a week to study, in 30-60 min segments? Block this time out on 
your calendar and make it realistic given your work and family commitments.

Figure out how many weeks you have and assign a topic or two to each week. Make a study plan. 

Each session: 
• Start with something easy and pleasant – 5-10 minutes of flashcards is a good beginning.
• 15-20 minutes of reading – review CLARB’s reference books first and then our additional 
recommendations. Skim for graphics and vocabulary if you have a hard time focusing on reading. 
Try to understand concepts rather than memorizing numbers or formulas (other than the ones 
we’ve reviewed today). 
• 30 minutes of grading practice - Do one of our AITs or a grading exercise from Valerie Aymer’s 
new book or the old Morrison Media/PPP Section E vignettes. Learning to draw contours is 
important as well as practicing spot grade calculations.

Do you have exam anxiety? 
We highly recommend some regular mindfulness practice to defuse the emotional charge around 
this upcoming event.  I have been experimenting with the online course ‘Waking Up’ but also can 
recommend free lectures by Tara Brach available online. Regular exercise, relaxing with your family 
or pets, or forest bathing may work too.   Be kind to yourself and find ways to enjoy this part of 
your life while you are doing the work. <3



Turbocharge your effort by 
forming a Study Group!

A study group needs to be organized just like any project team. Someone needs to take the lead, but there are 
many online resources that can make this easier. We’ve set up a Google Sheet to organize this group’s contact 
information. Try to find a few people whose experience is different than yours, by region or by specialization.
• It is often easiest to divide into groups by time zone. 
• Schedule regular meeting times. It’s okay if you can’t make every session but commit to a regular time and set 

up a calendar invitation so that you won’t let it slide to the bottom of your to-do list. 
• For each meeting, it works well to divide your time into two or three parts. Maybe start with a review of a 

reference document, and then move on to doing practice tests. Don’t worry about perfection. 
• Divide up time-consuming tasks like reading reference books. Take turns summarizing what you think is most 

important from the books on CLARBs and our list. 
• Do practice exams before you meet, review them together and talk about what makes an answer right or 

wrong. You will learn a lot by just talking about practice questions – especially AIT questions. 
• Use CLARB’s online Demonstration Exam tools to do calculations and make notes during your practice 

sessions. Can you build comfort and speed using these tools before test day? Share tips and tricks. 
• Write practice questions for each other, especially if you struggle with being able to see what the purpose of a 

question is. Questions usually have one correct answer and several ‘distractors’ that are not quite correct. How 
would you write a fair but difficult question? 

• Some study groups make summary sheets or flashcard decks. I have heard that the process of doing this for 
yourself is more valuable than just using one someone else has made. Make use of Quizlet or Anki.

• Provide each other with positivity and support. Follow up after test day and encourage each other. 
• After test day you may find that your study cohorts become long-term friends and resources. I did. Don’t be 

afraid to stay in touch and ask each other technical questions as you continue on with your career.



Other resources.
If you want a more comprehensive review, we offer a 
longer version of this course as a webinar. Over a long 
weekend (Friday/Saturday/Sunday) we review every 
CLARB topic and do practice AITS and multiple choice. 
Visit us at the website to see available dates and 
registration links. 

We also sell our study materials as stand-alone 
packages – includes a substantial Syllabus review book 
with practice AIT exercises and solutions. 

LAREprep and Pass the LARE are companies that offer 
good online practice exams that are under $40 each 
(last time I checked…) 

ASLA has a map that lists other LARE review sessions – 
there are good courses out there in addition to the 
ones we offer. Use today’s session to evaluate how 
much work you need to do to be ready. 



Thank you! Questions?
(You can totally do this.)

Visit our website:       
www.SGLATechnicalTraining.com

www.SarahGronquist.com

My e-mail address is: 
sarah@sarahgronquist.com.

http://www.sglatechnicaltraining.com/
mailto:sarah@sarahgronquist.com.
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